
Healthy People 2020 Leading Health Indicators:

Social Determinants
Overview

The concept of social determinants recognizes the critical role of home, school, workplace, neighborhood, and 
community in improving health. Social determinants are in part responsible for the unequal and avoidable 
differences in health status within and between communities. Individual and population health are affected by a 
range of personal, social, economic, and environmental factors. For example, people with a quality education, 
stable employment, safe homes and neighborhoods, and access to preventive services tend to be healthier 
throughout their lives.

Progress in Numbers*

* Discrepancies between healthypeople.gov and data in this report may exist due to the timing of data uploads. Data for the measures 
shown in this report are current as of May 2014.
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Progress in Words

AH-5.1: Students awarded a high school diploma 4 years after starting 9th grade

•	 The on-time graduation rate, measured as students awarded a high school diploma 4 years after starting 
9th grade, has increased by about 4 percent, from 74.9 percent in 2007–2008 to 78.2 percent in 
2009–2010, moving toward the Healthy People 2020 target of 82.4 percent.

•	 This objective has achieved more than two-fifths of the targeted change.
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Progress in Pictures

NOTES (from page 1)
1  Target met or exceeded
2  Movement is toward the target and is:

– Statistically significant when measures of variability are available** – OR –
– 10% or more of the targeted change when measures of variability are unavailable**

3  Objective demonstrates little or no detectable change, because either:
– Movement toward/away from the target is not statistically significant when measures of 

variability are available** – OR –
– Movement is toward the target but the objective has achieved less than 10% of the targeted 

change when measures of variability are unavailable** – OR –
– Movement is away from the target but the objective has moved less than 10% relative to its 

baseline when measures of variability are unavailable** – OR –
– No change between baseline and most recent data point

4  Movement is away from the target and is:
– Statistically significant when measures of variability are available** – OR –
– 10% or more relative to the baseline when measures of variability are unavailable**

5 � �For objectives moving toward their targets, progress is measured as the percent of targeted 
change achieved, quantified as follows:

Percent of targeted change achieved
	

6 � �For objectives moving away from their baselines (and, therefore, their targets), progress is 
measured as the magnitude of the percent change from baseline, quantified as follows:

Magnitude of percent change
 

** �When measures of variability are available, statistical significance of the percent of targeted 
change achieved or the magnitude of the percent change from baseline is assessed at the 0.05 
level using a one-sided test. When measures of variability are unavailable, the percent of targeted 
change achieved and the percent change from baseline are assessed only for their magnitude 
(e.g., <10% or ≥10%).
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